


NO! 

I want to go to Tarshish. 



Its YOU! 



Crying 
out to 
God 



GO to 
NINEVEH! 



YES! 



Jonah Ch 3. ESV  
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, 

saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against 

it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah arose and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. 

Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey 

in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. 

And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God. They 

called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 

to the least of them.



Jonah Ch 3 
The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, 
removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 
And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the 
decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor 
flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, but let man and 
beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. 
Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is 
in his hands. Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his 
fierce anger, so that we may not perish.”

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, 
God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, 
and he did not do it.









Repentance 
• Change of MIND

• Change of DIRECTION

• Resulting in a change of 
ACTION. 



4 Players 

Jonah The 
people 

The King 
and 

nobles
God 



Jonah – his 
second 
chance 

Transformed by the experience 

New heart –understood God’s 
grace from personal experience 

New way of preaching 



The People of 
Nineveh 

40 days –

• Time of trial and testing 

Every individual had to 
respond

Unlike time of Constantine -
or Inquisition 



The king ..
• Humbled himself –

• Took off royal robes 
• Just the same before God as the people. 



How did God Respond? 

• He relented of the disaster - and “did not do it”
• Jeremiah 18:8.
and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its 
evil, I will relent of the disaster that I intended to do to it.  
• 2 Chronicles 7…
if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.



What is our response? 
• Testimony 

• Luke 13 – repent or perish …..

• Pray for the people of Melksham 
• To experience a sense of their need of God for mercy 

• We are called to preach  
out of the mercy we have received –
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